











The Customs services in Australia and
New Zealand play a critical role in protect-
ing our borders, and in facilitating the
movement of goods and people. There
is already a very high level of collaboration
and integration. As one of those who
travels regularly between the two coun-
tries | am looking forward to the day when
| am able to go through Customs in New
Zealand and enter Australia with no (or
extremely limited) further processing.
I look forward to seeing goods that have
cleared Customs in Australia able to enter
New Zealand in a similarly seamless way.
| know the facilitation of trade is an area
of collaboration between both agencies.

Other issues that will be raised include:
further harmonisation of taxation regimes
— particularly in relation to both imputa-
tion credits; investment protocols; and,
perhaps, the adoption of a single cur-
rency. This would have the benefit of
removing the foreign exchange risk
often seen by smaller New Zealand
businesses as an impediment to their
entering the export market. It could also
lessen the volatility to which we are
exposed as a consequence of having
one of the smallest but most traded
currencies in the world.

Two things are in my view not in doubt.
First the integration between Australia and
New Zealand must, and will, continue.
Second we will move from looking at
trans-Tasman harmonisation to creating
opportunities in which both countries can
collaborate to our mutual benefit.

There will be some who say the agenda
I am outlining goes too far and threatens
the sovereignty of this country. They are

wrong. New Zealand cannot grow and
succeed without strong partnerships.
The European Union clearly demon-
strates that a very high level of integra-
tion can be achieved (much higher than
| am describing here) without compro-
mising national sovereignty, and with
growing numbers of New Zealanders
living in Australia the issue may in fact
become academic over time. The fact
is that closer economic integration
has been very good for New Zealand.
We work well with Australia on the
international stage in many areas
including defence, trade and climate
change.

There is, contrary to some public
opinion, strong support in both coun-
tries for a close relationship. Research
undertaken by the New Zealand Insti-
tute for the Australia-New Zealand
Leadership Forum in 2006 clearly
demonstrated first that people of both
countries thought very highly of each
other, and second — and in my view
most importantly — that they saw the
other country principally as a partner
rather than a competitor.

In a world of increasing instability and
in the face of major global challenges
such as climate change, terrorism,
pandemics, poverty and significant
geo-political shifts, New Zealand needs
friends. Australia is, undoubtedly, the
best friend we have. We need to get
closer and work together to build a
prosperous future. m
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New Working

Tariff Document
of New Zealand
for 1 October 08

n the implementation of the New

Zealand-China Free Trade Agree-
ment on 1 October 2008, New Zealand
will eliminate tariffs on certain goods of
China origin. On 1 January each year
thereafter, remaining tariffs on imports
from China (including steel, whiteware,
plastics, furniture and some textiles) will be
reduced and ultimately phased out by 2012
or 2013. Tariffs on apparel, footwear, carpet
and certain textiles will also reduce from
1 October 2008 and on 1 January each
year thereafter and eventually be removed
by 2014 or 2016.

The duty phasings for China up to 2016
have been incorporated into the Working
Tariff Document of New Zealand 2008,
which is now available and replaces the
existing (2007) Working Tariff Document of
New Zealand on 1 October 2008.

Copies of the Working Tariff Document
of New Zealand 2008 are available at a
cost of $250 (including GST and delivery
within New Zealand). To order, send your
request and payment to New Zealand
Customs Service, Tariff Orders, Private
Bag 1928, Dunedin 9054. Should you
require any additional information on
ordering this document, please contact
“Tariff Orders” on phone: 03-474 9340, fax:
03-474 9370 or e-mail: nzcs.publications@
customs.govt.nz.

An electronic version of the Working Tariff
Document of New Zealand is also available
on our website at www.customs.govt.nz/
libraryWorking+Tariff+of+New+Zealand/
default.ntm.

Further information on the New Zealand-
China Free Trade Agreement is available
online at www.chinafta.govt.nz/. m
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Car purchased through eBay attracts
Customs’ attention

In January 2008 Robert Gordon Tonks placed a bid on
the eBay auction site for a 1957 Ford Fairlane car. His bid of
US$24,100 was accepted and arrangements were made
to ship the vehicle to New Zealand.

Tonks structured his payment arrangements so that he
could produce false valuation details to Customs when
clearing the vehicle on its arrival. Alert Customs officers,
when inspecting the vehicle, concluded that the declared
value did not reflect its true condition.

The importer was questioned and admitted he had deliber-
ately created false documents that undervalued the vehicle
S0 as to avoid paying full GST on the vehicle.

Tonks was convicted in the Ashburton District Court for
producing a document to a Customs officer knowing it to be
false and was fined $2000. As a result of the conviction the
vehicle is condemned to the Crown.

MDMA leads to prison

Denise Cheesley, a Dutch national who was arrested during
a controlled delivery in November 2007 relating to the
importation of 200 MDMA tablets has been sentenced in
the Auckland District Court.

The Crown was after a sentence of two and a half to three
and a half years owing to the amount being twice the level
where a presumption of supply rather than personal use
applies. After hearing the submissions from the defence relat-
ing to a fine and deportation, the judge delivered a sentence
of nine months’ imprisonment reduced to six months owing
to an early plea.

Home detention for Mark Peter McGoldrick

Name suppression was lifted on a 35-year-old Christchurch
businessman, Mark Peter McGoldrick, who had admitted
getting his nephew to mail him a small amount of cocaine
from Britain.

The IT business manager and father of three was given a
two-month home detention sentence and fined $3000 by
Justice Robert Dobson in the High Court at Christchurch.

McGoldrick was sentenced to home detention for two
months at his home in Merivale, and during that period he
must refrain from using alcohol or illicit substances and
undertake treatment and counselling as directed.

He will also work as approved by the probation officer. m
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Manager Appointments

The New Zealand Customs Service is pleased to announce
management changes within Customs’ operations groups.

The following changes will take effect over the coming months:

John Duxfield has been appointed to the position of Group
Manager Intelligence Planning and Coordination.

John has had more than 30 years with the New Zealand Defence
Force, beginning his career as a pilot with the Air Force and moving
to become a squadron leader at both Whenuapai and Wigram. He
spent two years as Air Advisor at the New Zealand High Commission
in Canberra and over the past seven years his experience has
broadened immensely into corporate and operational areas across
the entire Defence Force. Between February and July 2005 John

was deployed to Afghanistan as Commander of the New Zealand
Provincial Reconstruction Team, responsible for providing security
and reconstruction assistance across the Bamyan province.

John holds a Bachelor of Science in Economics from the University
of Canterbury as well as a Master of Arts (Strategic Studies) from La
Trobe University. In 2002 he also completed a strategic leadership
programme through the Institute of Strategicl.eadership.

John will take up his new role on 6 October 2008.

Tony Davis has been appointed to the Manager Northern
Airports position.

David Campbell has been appointed to the Port Manager
Christchurch position.

Hamish Barlass is acting as Operations Manager Christchurch
Airport.

Robert Kinbie is now Operations Manager Auckland Airport.

We wish all of these managers well in these challenging
positions. m

A Correction and an Apology

In the last edition of Contraband a profile article on Theresa Morrissey
speculated that Theresa was “probably” the first Maori to hold the
title “Collector of Customs”. We have subsequently discovered that
this was not the case.

W.F. (William) Dickey and Andrew Phillips were previous Maori
Collectors of Customs, in Wanganui, prior to Theresa being made
Collector of Customs in Nelson.

William Dickey was appointed as Collector of Customs Wanganui on
1 January 1908. From Wanganui he went to Napier where he was
the Collector of Customs until his retirement on 31 October 1915.

Andrew Phillips was appointed as Collector of Customs Wanganui
in the late 1970s.

We apologise for the error. m
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A Harbourside Home

for Customs

onstruction work has started on the
New Zealand Customs Service’s new
national headquarters in Wellington.

The new Customhouse will be a Govern-
ment-rated 5-star green building and will
use modern technology to ensure it is as
eco-friendly as practically possible.

All Wellington-based staff as well as others
around the country have had input into the
internal design of the building, providing
information on what they want and need.

Customs has been based at Whitmore
Street for more than 40 years and the move
to CentrePort sees the organisation’s head-
quarters moving back to the waterfront.

Comptroller of Customs Martyn Dunne
says that historically customhouses have
always been near the sea.

“Customs has a natural affiliation with the
sea,” he says. “It's where the organisation
began more than 168 years ago,
collecting revenue for the Crown and keeping
an eye on the ships and traders as they came
into the northern port of Kororareka, or
Russell as it is now known.”

Architect’s
impression of
the external
view from rear.
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“The new Customhouse is a good oppor-
tunity for the organisation as a whole, not
just those based in Wellington, to recognise
such traditions and reaffirm our relationship
with the coast which is after all our border,”
Martyn says.

The site of the new Customhouse was
recently blessed by Customs’ Kaumatua
Rev Bill Tangohau in the presence of
Minister of Customs Hon Nanaia Mahuta
and CentrePort’s Chairman Warren Larson,
Deputy Chair Malcolm Johnson and Chief
Executive Liz Ward.

Nanaia Mahuta said that the ceremony
was an important occasion. “The blessing
of this site is important for two reasons.
Firstly, we hope that this building remains
a safe place to work throughout and after
its construction. Secondly, we hope that
the project is able to be completed with no
major problems.”

The new Wellington Customhouse is
expected to be ready for its new inhabitants
early in 2011. m
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Left to right: Customs’ Kaumatua Rev Bill Tangohau,
CentrePort Deputy Chair Malcolm Johnson, CentrePort
Chief Executive Liz Ward and Minister of Customs Hon
Nanaia Mahuta.
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NEW ZEALAND CUSTOMS SERVICE
SECURE EXPORTS SCHEME

HELPING YOU DO BUSINESS

The Secure Exports Scheme is helping put New Zealand
exporters on the front foot at international borders. It is vital for the
New Zealand export-driven economy that our international trading
partners have some assurance around the security of the goods
leaving our shores.

At Customs, we recognise the importance of keeping trade flowing
in the current environment and during periods of disruption.

The Secure Exports Scheme is a voluntary arrangement between
exporters and the New Zealand Customs Service — designed to
provide assurance against tampering, sabotage, smuggling and
other trans-national crime for exported goods from the point of pack
to the port of loading in New Zealand.

By becoming Secure Exports Scheme partners, exporters are
contributing to providing Customs and international Customs
administrations with increased assurance surrounding the security
of our exports and their imports.

The Scheme is voluntary, is flexible rather than prescriptive and is
open to all exporters. There are certain criteria that must be met that
include minimum security standards.

If you are interested in applying for the Secure Exports Scheme or
would like further information, contact your nearest office of the
New Zealand Customs Service or visit the Customs website
www.customs.govt.nz or call Customs on 0800 428 786.






